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ABSTRACT 



This report depicts the status of telecommunications network 
development and usage by K-12 educational institutions in April and May of 
1996, as described by the heads of educational technology initiatives in each 
of the 50 states and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. These data are 
reproduced in this report as 51 "State Profiles." Factors related to progress 
in network infrastructure development and usage in K-12 schools were 
identified using the State Networking Report Survey questionnaire. The 
following themes emerged and are detailed in the second section of the 
report: progress in accessing and using telecommunications networks at state 
and district levels; the question of equity in network access by urban and 
rural school districts; the role of state-level technology planning for K-12 
Networks; how states are funding networks for K-12 education; the 
collaborative role state government plays in K-12 network development; 
private sector partnerships that support state K-12 networks; and how 
educators get training in network usage. Highlights from a trend analysis 
written for policymakers appear at the end of this section under guidelines 
for future action. The individual state profiles typically contain data and 
survey comments that address each of the aforementioned themes. Appendices 
include the State Networking Report Survey Trend Analysis; a brief discussion 
on network connectivity in urban and rural K-12 schools and school districts; 
key state contacts in K-12 networking; and the survey questionnaire. (AEF) 
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of Internet-based technology into K-12 curriculum. Connie Stout 

Many innovative teachers have begun to use the Internet Director, Texas Education Network 

as an educational tool. Their initiative has played a Charles A. Dana Center 

groundbreaking role in our nascent understanding of University of Texas at Austin 

how to integrate Internet technology into the classroom. March 1997 



The State Netivorkiug Report is available from 
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the importance of funding sources for future development of K-12 networks 
on a scale of 1 to 7, with 1 representing “not at all important” and 7 
representing “very important.” 

Nine out of ten of the respondents expected state-level funding would 
continue to be “very important” to future network infrastructure development. 



States Where State Government Provided 75 to 100 
Percent of Funding for K-12 Network Infrastructure 
Oevelopment 
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advocating (1) appealing to wliat is in tlie best interest of the state and on their own. Nine respondents named a combination of state agencies and 

public, (2) utilizing market mechanisms, and (3) centralizJng and the private sector providers active in their states; it is difficult to determine the 

coordinating state-led efforts. extent to which the different private and public sector participants initiated 

these programs. 
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service providers, etc.) ’ The Wisconsin respondent said the best way to 
encourage telecommunications providers to build networks was “through 
community-based involvements and exemption from revenue spending 
caps on technology." 
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